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Question 1 
Dru recently moved next door to Scarlet in Vancouver, BC. Scarlet and Dru are long-time arch-
enemies. Scarlet disliked having Dru as a neighbour, and decided to launch a campaign of “terror” 
to force him from the neighbourhood! 
 
Scarlet installed motion sensor detectors on her own property that light up when movement is 
detected, and trained the lights in the direction of Dru’s property. Scarlet used high-wattage bulbs 
which cast a very bright light onto Dru’s property and directly through the windows of his house. 
A family of raccoons living at the edge of Scarlet’s property often set off the motion sensor lights 
in the middle of the night. 
 
Scarlet had her minions knock on Dru’s front door and ring the doorbell in the middle of the night 
and then run away. She would call Dru’s main landline at his house (which had a very loud ringer) 
at all hours and hang up when he answered. This went on for two months. None of this bothered 
Dru, who knew what Scarlet was up to. 
 
Dru had rented out a suite in his home to an elderly woman, Ms. Nelson. Ms. Nelson often heard 
the phone and doorbell ring and knocking on the front door in the middle of the night, and was 
also kept up at all hours of the night by Scarlet’s motion sensor lights. 
 
On a visit to her doctor, Ms. Nelson discussed her situation. Her doctor stated that the sleep 
deprivation she was experiencing was increasing her blood pressure and weakening her immune 
system, putting her at risk for more serious illness. Ms. Nelson also told the doctor she was worried 
for her safety, anxious, and afraid to leave her suite. Scarlet was aware that Dru had a tenant in his 
home, but had not met Ms. Nelson. 
 
When Dru learned of the impact that Scarlet’s conduct was having on Ms. Nelson, he went to her 
house to discuss the situation and find a solution. Dru knocked on Scarlet’s front door, and she 
answered. When she saw it was Dru, Scarlet tried to shut the door. Dru placed his hand on the door 
to keep it open so that they could talk, but the force of his hand knocked the door backwards and 
it hit Scarlet in the face. Believing that Dru meant to fight her, Scarlet then lunged at him. This 
caused Dru to fall backwards and hit his head on Scarlet’s front steps. As a result of the fall, he 
suffered a concussion. 
 
The next day, Scarlet placed a flyer in every mailbox on the block. The flyer had a clear picture of 
Dru, and below the picture, the following text: “This man intruded into my home and broke my 
nose! Help get this menace out of our community!” Following the distribution of this flyer, several 
neighbours staged a protest outside of Dru’s house for three days. As a result of this, coupled with 
the earlier conduct by Scarlet, Ms. Nelson moved out. 
 

• Assess the strength of any reasonable tort claims Ms. Nelson can bring against Scarlet. 
• Assess the strength of any reasonable tort claims Dru can bring against Scarlet. 
• Assess any reasonable defences that Scarlet could raise in response to Ms. Nelson’s or 

Dru’s claims. 
• Do not consider any privacy issues. 
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